
Director’s Report
Dan Jones, Board Chairman

Merger Discussions
In our summer newsletter we 
reported on having exploratory 
merger talks with two of our 
cooperative neighbors – River
Region Cooperative based in 

Sleepy Eye and FCA Co-op headquartered in Jackson.

While the meetings with the River Region board of 
directors ended in early June, our discussions with 
FCA Co-op continued on an informal basis.  A meeting
of the two boards’ executive committees was held on
July 6 to discuss various ways the two co-ops might 
be able to work together over the near term. 

We sent our John Deere dry spinner unit and a custom 
applicator down to the Jackson area for a couple days 
to help them get caught up on top-dressing urea.  Also, 
FCA worked with our grain division to deliver 400,000 
bushels of corn out of Trimont to Madelia to ship out
by rail.

It was then decided to have our two senior
management teams meet jointly and put together a 
fi nancial feasibility study of the combined companies 
for the boards’ review.

In late July, Crystal Valley held our annual board and 
staff retreat where each division and department 
manager reported on FY2016 operations, fi nancials 
and opportunities, along with presenting their FY2017
fi xed asset needs.  For a portion of the retreat, we had 
the entire FCA board of directors and management 
team join us to present the fi nancial feasibility study
and review what a combined company balance sheet 
and working capital projections would look like.  The 
results appeared quite favorable.

After another meeting of the boards’ executive

committees in mid-August, we decided that a location/
facility tour was in order.  On August 23, the two teams
of directors and managers got on a bus and spent a 
full 12-hour day visiting every Crystal Valley location 
(except Elysian and Nicollet) and all seven of FCA’s
locations.

At our respective August month-end board meetings, 
both cooperatives’ boards of directors voted to formally
pursue a complete merger of the two companies.  
What’s being contemplated is this:  a merger of FCA 
Co-op with and into Crystal Valley Cooperative.  This 
is much like we did when LaSalle Farmers Grain 
Company merged in with Crystal Valley ten years ago
in 2006.

Since there would be no change to the name, articles 
and bylaws, or main offi ce location of Crystal Valley, 
the board of directors would vote on behalf of the 
members of Crystal Valley Cooperative. FCA’s
producer-members would then vote on behalf of FCA 
Co-op.

We’ll keep you posted as we move through this 
process over the fall months.  Members can expect 
greater detail and information to be provided after 
harvest.

Equity Redemption

Just shy of 7,000 equity revolvement checks totaling 
over $2.6 million went out in the mail at the end of 
August.  This year the board approved redeeming all
member equities from the year 2001 and 50% of 2002.  
Every year quite a few of these checks get returned
to us due to an incomplete or non-current address.  
Please call our main offi ce in Lake Crystal (507-726-
6455 or 800-622-2910) to update your or a relative’s 
address, or if you have any questions at all regarding
your equity balance in Crystal Valley.
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Annual Meeting

Crystal Valley’s Annual Meeting is scheduled for
Monday evening, January 30, 2017. It will be helelelelellddddddd at
the Verizon Wireless Civic Center in Mankato.

DiDiDirer ctcc ors whose terms are up for reelection this yyyyyyeaeaeaeaearrr r r
ararararare e e e e DaDaDaDD nnn JoJoJonenenes of Lake Crystal, Judd Hendryryckckkksssss ofofofofof
NoNoNoNNorttrtrtrtrthhhhhh MaMaMaMaManknknknkn atatatatatooo anananddd MaMM rk Christenson of MaMadedededellia.a.aa.
Persrsrsoono s inininntetetetetererererereestststststs ededededed iiiiinnnnn seseseeseseekekekekekinininggg eleleleceection to the Crysysysysy tataaal lll
VVaVaVaVallllllllleyeyeyeyy boaoaaaoaardrdrdrdrd of didididid rererrer ctctcttororororrsssss shshshshshs ouououououldldlddldld cccconononoo tatatactctct aaanynyny onenenenee ooof fff

the exisstitingn  board members or our general manager,
Roger KiK eenholz.

Fall Harrvev st

Here’s hoping you alll hahadd a a chance tto o ene joy the summerer
– it sure fl ew by!  WiWithth hhara vest fast apapprp oaching, let’s
pray we’re blesseded wwitith h grg eaeat weweatathher to get the crops
ouououoout of the fi elds anndd inin tthehe bbinins.s.  PlPlease be safe this fall
inininin aaaaalllllllll tttthat yoou doo!!

Thank you for your continued support of Crystal valley!

Manager’s Report
RoRoRoRR geger r KiKiennhoholzlz, , General Manager

Potential Merger Updates & Comparisons
In his Direcctoor’s Reportrtrtrt,,,, DaDaaaannnn did a good jobbbb ccccovovovoovverererriinninngggggg thththththe e e e e meetings wwe had with FCA

Co-op over the summer. TTThTT eeeee bbbob ard of directorsrsrssrs hhhhhhhasasaasa bbbbeeeeeeeeeeennnnn dododododoininininnnggggggg ththththththt eieieieieieie rrr r r hohohohohomememem wowork and due
diligence e in examining finnnnanananaa ciiiialaalala  information, touruuuuu innnnng gg ggg g lolololololoocacacacacacc titititionononoo s anaaa d fafafaaaciccc lities, and dididdidiscsss ussiing
the vaarious benefi ts anddddd ccchaaaaalllllenges to puttiiinnnngn tttttheheheheeeh ooooooorgrgrgrgrgrrganananannaniizizatatatattattioioiooioionsnsnsnsnsnsns tttttogogogoogogetetetetetheheheheher rr rr ininininin aaaaa mmmmmerergegegegg r.

FoFoFF llllllowowininnng is aaaaa bbbbititttt mmmmmoro e comparative informatioooonnnnn reeeeegaggggg rding the twoooo cocompmpmpmpm ananannnieieieiees..s.s.s. 
JuJuJustst lliiki e Crysysysystatatatat llll VVaV lley, FCA Co-op is a full-l-l---sesss rvrvrvrvicce graiaa n markkkkeeeetingggggg ananananndd d d fafafafafaffarmrmrmmrmrmm ssupu ply cooperative with core 

bububusisiss nesssssssseseseses iiiinnn n agagagagagrororororor nonononoomymymymymyym ,,,, fefefefefefefeededededed,, grgrgrgrgrgraiaiaiaia n,n,n,n,nn ppppppeteteetetrororororoleleleeleumumumumum aaaaandnddndnd ppppprororooroooopapappappaneneenee. FFFFFCACACACAAAA’s’s’s’sss mmmmmaaiaiaia nnnnn ofofofofoffffifi fificeec  is located in Jackson with 
brbrbrranaaaa ch lllllococococatataatioioioonsnsnsns iiiiinnnnn LaLaLaLaLakekekekekeefi fi fi fifielelelelelddd,dd OOOOOOkakakkakakabebebebebenanananann , RoRoRoRoRoRoR ununununund d d dd LaLaLaLaLaLaL kekekekekee,, ShShShShShShS ererererererbububububbububurnrnrnrnrnrn,, TrTrTrTrTrimimimimimonononononnont t ttt tt ananananandddddd WiWWWWiiildlderee .

FCFFCA hhhas siiiixxx x grgrgrgraaaiainnnn fafafafacicicicicilililililititititiieseseseses servivivivingngngngng eaccccchhhhhhh ofofofoff ttttheheheheheeirrrr lllocococococatatatatattatioioioioioionsnsnsnsnsnsnsns eeeexcxcxcxcx epepepepepptttt OkOkOkOkO abababababenennennaa.a.a.a   Their elevators are primarily 
trtrtrrt uuucu k hoooousussussesesesese wwwwwithhhh ono ly Jaca kssonnnn cccccapapapapappababababbblelelle oooooof ff ffff loolooooadadadadadininining gggg grgrgrgrgg aiaiainnnnnn ououououoouttt t tt bybybybybybyby rrrrrrrraiaiaiaiaaaiail l (3(3(3(3333000000 cacacacaarsrsrsss). CCrCC ystal Valley also has six grain 
elee eve atorrrrs:s:s:s:  fofofofour are truck houses  wiwiwiwiwiththththth tttttwowowoowowo ((((((MaMaMaMMaMaM dededededeellilililiaaaa anananana ddddddd HoHoHHoHHopepepepeppe) ) ) )) caccacacacacapapapapapapap blblblblb ee eee ofofofofofoff lllllloaoaoaoaoadiddidd ngngngnng out train shuttles of grain (110 
cacacaarsr ).

FCCFCFCFCFCA A A A A hahhahahahasssss agagagagagrororooroonononononomymymymymy ooooutututututlleleleleletststststs iiiiinnnnn fi fi fififi fiveveveveve llllllocococococcattatatatatioioioioioonsnsnsnsns --- JJJJJJacacacacackskskskskssononononono ,,,, TrTrTrTrimimimimi ont,,,, LLLLakakakakefiefiefiefifieeeeeldlldld, RoRoRoununununnd d d d LaLaLaLaLaakekekekekee aaaandndndndndn OOOOOOkakakakabebebebebenanananaa ––– wwwwwhihihih lelelelele
CrCrCrCrCrysysysysystatatatatalllll VaVaVaVaVallllllleyeyeyeyey hhhhhhasasasasas aaaaagrgrgrgrgronononononomomomomommy y yy y atatatatata eeeeeacacacacach h hh h ofofofofof ooooururururur tttttteneneneenen llllococococccatatattioioioions. 

FCFCFCFCFCFCCA A A AA hahahahahas s s s s ononononone e e e e fefefefeffeededededed mmmmmilililiill l lll ininininn JJJJJacacacacacksksksksksk onononononon;;;;; CrCrCrCrCrysysysyssystatatatattalllll VaVaVaValllllllley hasasasas tttthhhrhreeeee mmilillsls – LLaSaSalala lele, VeVeernrnonon CCCCenenene teter rr ananand d ddd JaJaJaJaneneneneen svsvsvvilililillelelee...
EnEnEnEnEnererererergygygygygy-w-w-w-w-wisisisisise,e,e,e,e bbbbbotototototh h hhh cococococompmpmpmpmpanananananieieieieiei s s sss ofofofofo fefefefeferrr r fufufufull-serrrvivivivicececece bbulk deeliliveveririeses oof f rerefi finenedd fufuelels,s pproropapapapaanennn aaandndndd lllubububbuu ririricacacaantntntntn s s s s 

thththththrororororougugugugughohohohohoututututut tttttheheheheheiririririr rrrrresesesesespepepepepectctctctctiviviviviveeeee trtrtrtrradadadaddee e e arararareas.  BoBoBoBothththth ccomompapapapp niniese  opeperaratet  unmannen d CaCardrdtrolol ffacacililititieiess fofor r rerereretatatataill ppururrchchchhasasasssse ee ee
ofofofofof gggggasasasasasolololololininininine e e e e anananananddddd didididdiesesesesesselelelelele ;;;;; hohohohowwwwever,, nnnneieieieittththerer coopeperaaraatittt vvevev  operates coconvnvenenieencnce e ststororeses,, haharddware stotores orororor retetaiail ll
auauuauautototototomomomomomotititititiveveveveve/t/t/t/t/tiririririre e eee sesesesseervrvrvrvicicicices.

Total annual sales forororrr FFFFFCACACACACAC aaaaarererererer iiiiin n nnn thththththeeeee $1$1$1$1$15050505050-1-1-1-1-1606006060 mmmmmillilililiononononon nnnnneieieieieighghghghghboboboboborhrhrhrhrhooooooooooood d d dd d cocococococompmpmpmpmpararararara ededededded wwwwititiithhhhh $2$2$$2$2$2505050550 222-26060606066 mmmmililillililiononono iiinnn sassasasas lelleeleees s ss s
fooofoorr rrr CrCrCrysysysyy tatatalll VVVVaVVV lleyey thihihh ss ss s yyyyeyear.  FCCCCAC  hasaaaa  appppppp roxxixixx mmmam teelyyyy 80 full-time emememeempplpllp ooyoooo eeeeeess s totoo CCCCCryr stall Valley’s 1717171700000.

FFCFFCF AA’’’sssss babaaalalaaaaancnce sheeeeeeeee ttttt is strononnnong:  asaaaa  of thtttt eiiiirr r r JJuJuJJulyy 3331,11 22010 5 5 fi fiscallll yyyyeaear r r eeeend,d,d,d,d, ttheeeyyyyy y hahaveve $29.11111 mmmmmiiillllliononnon in MeMeMeeeembmbmbmbmbmbers’
EqEqEqEqEqEquiuiuiuiuiuitytytytytyy aaaaaandndndndndnd $$$$$8.8 miillllllioioioioionnnnn of lonnnngggggg tetetetermrmrmrmmmm ddddebebebebebbe t t ttt fofofofoorr r r a a leveveveverragegggg rratatioio oof f f 303030303030.2.2.22.2.2%.%.%.%.%.%%    AsAsAsAAsAsA oooooof ff f f CCrCrCrCrCrysysysystatataallll VaVaVaVValllllleyeyeyyy’s’s’s AAAAAuuguguugususu ttt t 313131313131, 20202020220151151515
fi fififi fiscsccscscalalalal yyyyyeaeaeae r r r enennennd,d,d,d, wwwwe e hahahahahaveveveveve $$$$717171717 .1.1.1.11 mmmmmililililllilililiononononon ooooof f fff MeMeMeMeMembmbmbmbmbererreers’sss EEEEququqqq ititttty y yyy onononoon ttttheheheh bbbbb lalalalalanananncecececece sssssheheheheheetetetetet aaaandndndndnd $$$$$1818181818.2.222.2.2 mmmmmiiillillllionoon of longnnnn ttteerereere m m mmm
liliiiabababaabililililititititieieieieies s s s fofofofoorr rr a a leleleveveeraraagegegegege rrrratatatatatioioioioio oooof f f f 2525252525.6.6.6.66%.%.%%.%  ThThhThThesesesese e ee nunumbmbmbmbmbberereere s s wiwiwiwiwilllllll bbbbbe e ee upupupupuppdadadadadad teteteteeddddd afafafafafteteteteterrrr r thththththe e e e e FYFYFYFYFY2020222 161616666 aaaaaududududududitittttitssss araaaa e compmpmpmpmpleeeeeteteteteeeted.d.dddd

FiFiFiFiFiFiscscscs llalall yyyeaeaearr r 2020202020161161616 jjjususustttt enenenendededeeed dddd d a aa fffefefewww weweweweweekekeke s s ss agagagagaga o o ffofof rr rrr CrCrCrCrCrysysysysystatatatataalll VaVaVaV lllllllleyeyeyeyeyey.. IIIIIt t t tt wawawawwas s ss a a aa a a mimimimimixexexexexed dd dd yeyeearararrarr oooooof fff f upupuupupups s s s s ananananannd d d dd d dododododod wnwnwnwnwnw s s ss s fofofofofor r rr ththththhhtheee ee
cococococompmpmpmpmpanannanany,y,y,y,y jjjjjususususustt ttt asasasasas iiiiit ttt wawawawawass sss fofoofoor rr rr ouououououur r rrr fafafafafarmrmrmrmrmerers s ananananandddddd lilililililivevevevevestststststococococockk kk k prprprp ododododucucucucucererererers.s.s.s. AsAsAsAsAs iiiitt tttt gogogogogoesesesese ffffororororo tttthehehehehe rrrrururururalalalaa aaaaagrgrgrgrgrg icicicicicululululuu tutututuurererererere eeeeecocococococonononononomymymymyy,,,, , , 
sososososo iiit t t tt gogogogogoesesesesese fffffororororr ttttthehehehehe ccccoooooooopepepeeperararararatitititit veeeeesssss ththththttht ataatatat sssssererererervevevevevee theheeeem.m.m.m.m.m   

EvEvEvEvvenenenenenn tttttthohohohoh ugugugugughhhhh wewewewewe ssssawawawwaww ooooourururru ttttttotototototoo alalalala sssssallaaa eseseseses dddddoooloo laaaaarsrsrsrsrs iiincncnncn reeeeeasasasasasee (m(m(m(m(m( ososossstltlttt yy yy dddudd e eeeee tototototot aaaaaan ininininincrcccc eaeaeaeaeaaseseseseseseddddd grgrgrgrgrg aiaiaiaainnn n buuuuuushshshshshshelelelelelel hhhhanannnnandldldldldld e)e)e)e)e),, ouououououo rrrr rr
loolooocacacaaal l l ll prprprproofioooo tttttabababababilililililititititty y yyy y wiwiiwilllllll likkkkkelelelelele y y yy y beeeeee lllllesesesesess s sss ththththt ananananan lllllasssssttt t yeyeyeyey ararararar rrrrefleflefleflflflfleeeectinininininngggg g titititighghghghghhhteteteteterr rr mamamamam rgrgrgrgrginininins anananananddd ininininpupupupupuputtt t t rererereedudududuductctctctioioioiooi nsnsnsnsss oooooon nn nn n ththththththe e eeee pappartrtrtrtt ooofff fffff
prprprprrodododododo ucucuuu ererererers.s.s.s.s.  OuOuOuOuOOur r r r r auauauuudididididitotototot rsrssss wwwwwwilililililllll bebebebee iiiiinnnn n nenenenenenextxtxtxtxt mmmmmononnnnthththththt tttttoooooo veveriririr fyfyfyfyfy ttttthehehehheh cccccomommomompapapanynyyny’s’s’ss fififififinnanananaa cicialala ssssstatatatatatetetetetememem ntnts s ss ananaaa dddddd wewewewewe’l’l’l’l’lllllll ggigigig veveveveveev yyyyyyououououuouo aaaaaaa
mmomomomorerererer dddddetetetetettaiaiaaiaileleleleleddddd rererererepopopopop rtrtrtt iiinnn ououououour r rrr wiwiwiwiw ntntntntnterererereer nnnnnewewewewewslslslsls etetetetete teteteteteteerrrr.

Thank you for your business!  We all wish you a safe and bountiful harvest!

Continued from page 2
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C RY S TA L  VA L L E Y  C O O P E R AT I V E
2016
The following Grain Policies are in effect as of 09/01/2016; but remember, this can change at any time and we 
will try to provide advance notice of any changes. 

There is a 10-day grace period for delivered grain. If you know how you want your bushels applied at time of 
delivery, please give instructions to your driver so he/she can let us know. If you are undecided on what you 
would like to do at that time, the grain will be put into open storage until we are notifi ed. If the grain is not priced 
within 10 days of being delivered, storage will be charged from the date of delivery.

Reminder: as in the past, there is no averaging of corn or bean discounts.

Storage charges on both corn and soybeans will be $.00164 per bushel per day or $.05 per month with no 
minimum at this time. With the size of the crop still an unknown, we may be forced to reconsider putting on a 
minimum storage fee to protect your coop in the event that we are forced to ship unpriced grain. We will post a 
notice to inform you of any minimum storage rate to be charged. Grain Bank corn delivered at harvest time will 
have no storage charges the fi rst two months. A maximum of four months of projected grain bank corn usage 
will be allowed.

Corn - Corn drying charges will be $.0225 per bushel per 0.5 point of moisture over 14% for open storage, 
grain bank and warehouse receipt, and $.0225 per each 0.5 point of moisture over 15% for cash, delayed price 
and contracted. Shrink is 0.7% per 0.5 point of moisture.

Soybean - Soybean moisture discounts will be 1% of cash price discount per 0.5 point of moisture at 13.1% 
and over; 2% of cash price discount per 0.5 point at 14.1% and over. Beans with a moisture content of 15.1% 
and over are subject to rejection or a 3% of cash price discount per 0.5 point.

Checks or ACH will be issued only on request. Please contact any of our grain offi ces if you would like us to 
settle bushels that have been delivered.

Any grain applied to storage this fall that is not priced by August 31, 2017, will have the storage charges billed 
to your account. Storage will start accumulating again on September 1, 2017.

Off farm trucking will be on going this fall but we will require a three day notice to help us meet all our customer’s 
requests. We do not haul direct delivered grain at harvest time.

HTA fees effective 09/01/2016;
Corn $.03/ Beans $.05 2016 crop year
Corn $.06/ Beans $.10 2017 crop year
Corn $.09/ Beans $.15 2018 crop year
Corn $.12/ Beans $.20 2019 crop year

Rolling Fees $.02 per bushel
Arbitrage Fee $.05 per bushel
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Agronomy Report
Agronomy Division Manager

Preparations for Fall
An early start to spring planting rolled into a summer full of activities servicing our agronomy 
customers. With wet fi eld conditions requiring some fungicide and insecticide spraying 
being moved to aerial application, it was a challenging summer for the application of crop 
protececcccectitititt onooooo ppprorooororoodudddddd ctts.s.ss.s.ss  With lower commodity prices,, wee ssawa  somo e reduductctioionn inin aappplilicacatitionons. 

PlPlPlPlenenenenenenentititititifffufufuuul rar innfafaallll aandnd warm tet mpmpererataturureses throughhououououo tt thththhthisisisisis sssssumumumummummmmmememeemem rrr r r crcrcrcrccreae ted optimism for a good crcropop ggoing intto 
fafaf llllll. HoHoHopepefuf lly ththhisisis wwwililll mamakeke uup p fofoorr crcropopop ddror wnwww -outs s ininnnn ssssomommome eeee papapappartrtrtrtss s ofofo ooururrrrur ttttttraaaradedededededede aarerea.a

SuSummmmerer bbroougu htht lowwerere fferereeee titiliilizezer rr prrprp iciceses,, reresusultltinngg in ttheee bbbbesesestt t fefeef rtrtr ilililizizizererr vvvalalaalaa ueueeeu sss sesessseenenen iin nnn mmmamamam nyynyyny yyyyyeaeaeee rsrs.. PrPrP iciceseses hhhhhhhavavaavaveee
drdropopoppeedd to thehehhee ppoioint wwwwwheheheheheheh rerrerrer mmajajoro pproroduduuceec rsrs oof f crcropo nnnututttrir enentststs hhhavavave e cloososo ed uuuppp sosos memeeem pppprroror duddduuctctioonn ffafffacicic lilitittieseses.. ThThThT isisisis 
wawaass dududue,e, inn papapapaartrtrtrttt,, asasasasasas aaaa rrresesssesuluult t ofof tthehe llacacackk ofofof ddeme aand d ffrom farmeeemememersrssrsrss aaaaaandndndndnndd rrretetaiia l fefeefeeertrtrtrtrtrttililili izizizzizizizerererr ddddddddeaeaeaeaaeaeealeleellelelelersrsssrsrrsrs gggggggoioioioioioiio ngngngngngngng iiiiiintntntntntntn oooooo thththhthththe e eee fffafaffalllll 
seseseeasasasononn. WiWW thth ssiggiggggninininin fi fi fificacacacacantntnt dddecece rereeasasa ess iinn prpricicceseses,, thht isis mmayay bbee thhthe eee beeebebbebebeb ststststt iiiinvnvnvnvvnvvnn eeseseseese tmtmtmtmtmtmtmmenenenenenenentt ttt t foofoofofoforrrrrrrr yoyyoyoyoyoy u u uu totototottt cccconsider ononoooo yyouoouououououuur r rrr fafafafafafaf rmrmrm 
ththisisi fffalala l.l.l..l.

ThThThThThheee eee innininincrcrcrc eaeeasese in nin trttt ogen pppppppprooooodudududududductctctctctctcttioioioioioonnnnn hahahahhahah ss s s fufuuurtrtrrrtrtr heheeheherrrr r nnanannan rrrrrrr owwwwwwowowed tthehehehhhhhe cososososooosost-per-pound spread betetetetetee wewewwewewewew enenneee aaaaaaaanhnhnhnhnhhyydydydy rorororooususususssus 
ammmmmmmomomomomom ninininia and urea. Thhhississs mmmmayayayayyy rrrrresesesesese ulululululttt t tt ininininin aaaaaaaaddddddddddddddditionann llll uuurururuurreeaeaeaeaeaeaea bbbbbeeeieeee ng appppppppppppppp liededededeedede tthis fall andndnndnndd next spring at the expense of 
anhydrddrdrouoo s ammmmmmmomommmmmm iiniiiia.aa TTTTTTTTThiihihihihihhih ssssssss wiwwiwiwiwwiwilllllllllllllllll bbbbbbbbbbe eeeeeee ooououooouououo r r sisiiiisisixtxxxxx h fall aaaaaaapppppppp llying uru ea witttttttth hh hhh ninininiiitrtrtrtrtrtrtrt ogogogogogogogeneeeene  stabilizer Instinnnnini ctcccc , whwhiciccicicccich is proving to 
bebebbbbe a vereeee y y sound alalallllteteteteteteeeeernrrrrrr ative to anhhydddydydydydydydyydyyy rororororororoususususususususs aaaaaaaammmmmmmmmmoniaiaaiaaaiaaa.

We continue to expand our stafafafa f f f ananannnnnnddddddddddddd ofofoffffffefefefefefefefefeeriririririririrr ngngngngngngnggngsssssss wiwiwiwiwwwiwwwiwithththththththththhinininininininin ooooooourururururururrur iiiiiin-n-nnnnn hohohousususe e PrPrececisissioion n nn AAAAg departmmene t. WWWitttthhhh a chhalallllelelelengngnging
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Preparations for Fall
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ThT e seed business continues to go through changes as fast as any crop input with new
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New Seed Products to Watch for this fall:
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Please have a safe harvest season!

Agronomy Update
MaMMMM tt Schchoperer, Agronomy Sales Manager

What is New This Year for Seed
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Grain Report
Jeff Spence, Grain Division Manager

The Impact of Mother Nature
After one of the wettest summers I can ever remember, it will be interesting to see our AfAfA teteerr ononononnee ofoofoo tttheheh wwetteeeessstsss ssuuumummmemememersrsrsr III ccccanananan eeeeveveveverrr rereerememememembmbmbmbereeree , itit wwill be iiintntntntntereee esting to see
yields this fall. We will see crop yields from poor to great in our trade territory. Some areas hhihh sssss fafallllll. WeWe wwwilililll seseseeee e e ccrcrcropopopop yyyyields sss frfrfrf oomomom pooooor to grrererereaattttaa  in ooouooooo r trade ttetetetet rrrrrrr itory. Some areas 
have veryyyy yy laaaaaaarrgrgrge ee ddrdrdrowowowowowowwownnnneeed ououo tt spspspsppots annnndddd somemm aaaare almmmmosssssst perfrfrrrfect... II beelllelliieeevvvvev  with the record
rainfalls w wwwewewe hhhaavavavvva e eee seseseseeenen aaaallll aaacrcrccrosososossssss the CoCoCoCoC rn BBBBelelt t wewewee wwwwwilililillll seeeee muuuuuchchchhhhh ooooooof f f f thththtt eee e e ssasaaasamemememememe fffforoo  the whole
countrntrtrtry thiss ffffall...l. TTTTThehehhehhe UUUUUUUSDSDSDSDSDAAAAA hahhahahassss esesesestitititimamamamatetetetedddd susubsbsbsbstatatatantntntntiiaiaiallll ccrrop sssssssizizizi es fffororooor bbbboooto h ccccoc rn aaaaandndndndndn bbbeans

this year. That has droppepepepep d the e prprrricesesees ooooooff ff f f grgrgrgraain wewellllllll bbbbelelelelowowowow cccosososostttt ofofofof ppprorororodududuductctctctioioioioon. WWe ccocccooocc uld eaaeeaasssisiiilylylyly sssee conntracttt lolololooowswswswswsws
prior to harvest and possssssis bly y aa smsmmalalalalalllllll hahahahaarvrvrvrvrr esesesese tttt rarararralllllllllly y yy ththisisiss fall. If pricccceeeses don’t rebbbbouund bbbbbbbbefeee ore e e spspspspspspprirrinngnggngg plantinininnninnng,g,g,g,g,g,g,g wwwwwwwe ee ee will
see a sizeable drop in cooro n n acacacreres s anananannnnddddddd anananananann iiiincncnn rereasassee e innnn bean acres nnenn xt year..

On Thursday, August 1gusssttt 181818, wewee hhadad aa lllarargege tthuhundndererststorormmm cocococomememememe tttthohohhh uguggh Lakekekeee Crryyrystalallll.... ThT e stststtts oororororro mmmm did considdderee abbbleeee
damage to the wthe wowooododd hhhououo sese aandnd tthhree steel bbins in LLLLLaakake e CCrrrC ysysystatatal. It knknknnocococockekekeed ddddod wwnnnwnwwn aaaaaaa lllllegegegegegegege , twtwwwwtwtwtwoooooo tttotot wew rsrs,, catwtwtwt alkkkskss, 
conveyorsors s anandd dadammmmaged 300,000 bushels of bin spppaaapacececece.. AAAlA sooo,, bebeb causee e ofofoof ttheeheeehe dddddamamamamamammmaaaagagagaage,ee,e,, iiitttt iiissssiisi nnnnnowowowowowowow impmpossisiibblb e toooo
reach annnotheher r 20200,0 000000 bushel bin. We have contractttororroo s s s cclclc eaririringngng away thee e daddadamamamamamaamamm geeeeeee.... ThThThThThThhTheyeyeyeyeyy wwwwilillillll rrrererr papairir aa connnvvveyyoyoyorrr r
to allowtotott  all ww us s s toto rreaeachch another 200,000 bbbushel spss ace. WWWeWeWeW wwwililll takee beans anddd ddddryryryyyryyryy ccccccorrrn nn nnnnn atatatattttat tttttthehehehehehh ccememememenentt ele eevatorooo  anndndddn
wet corwwwww tttt cocoocoocoornrnrnrrrr aat t ththe e wowoooood elevator this fall. AAAftftererere  harvest,,, mammannanagememeemementnntntn aaaaandnnddnndnd ttttthehehehehehehehe BBBBBBBoaoooaoo rdd wwwwwililililili l taatataakekk aaaaaaa ccccclooseseerr r lollooooooookokokokokokok aaaat tt ouuuurrr r
options ooo tions fofoor r gogoiningg inintttto the future at our Lake Crystal GGGrGrrG aiaaiain lololol catioooononn.

Our FallOOOO r Fall GGrarainn PPololiciciiiees wiilllll bbeee thtthee sasasamemememe aaaasssss llalalalaaststststst fall. WWeee haaaavee a ccccoomomoomomplpplplleetee e e e ccocoopyppyyp oooof theemeemmm iiiiinn n ththee nenenenewwwsw letter and also o 
on the wooo  the wwwebeb ppagage.e. HHHHHHHHHavavavavve ee aa saaafe harvest!

OVER 3200 PORK CHOPS WERE SERVED!
Madelia – the weather was beautiful for our Customer Appreciation held at our Hwy. 60 loca-
tion on Wednesday, September 14.  We served around 1500 pork chops and a lot of smiles!

Janesville – we were ready to serve at our Customer Appreciation held at our Janesville loca-
tion on Thursday, September 15.  However, Mother Nature was not.  A severe thunderstorm 
did not stop our crowd – we served over 1500 pork chops!!

Thank  You  To  All  Of  Our  Customers !

Madelia

Janesville
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Grain Marketing
Jiim m Johnhnsoson,n  Grain Marketer

Grain Marketing This Summer

Joe Williams,
Grain Marketer

Ryan Brandts,
Grain Marketer

ThThe e AuAugugustst UUSDSDA A SuSupppplyly && DDememanandd ReRepoportt raia sesed ththee corn yield to 
17175.5.11 bubushshelels/s/acacrere aandnd bbeaean n yiyieleldsds ttoo 4848.9. RRegardless of the actual 
sisizeze oof f ththe e crcropop, ththe mamarketet iis expectcting a very good one.  Along with
spspecululata ivve e selling, thih s report knocked values of beans and corn.

FoF rtunately, the bean mam rket made a nice run before this last report.  Better yet, it actually
gavev  you some time to think those sales through and pull the trigger.  Many of you made 
sales when the market gave you values that would work for your farm.  Good for you!  

What do you do with the unpriced beans? TTTTTThehehehehhee ccccurururrreentntntntnnn nnnnnnneweeeee  crop price is still workable at
+$9.00 values.  Because of the poor corn valueueeees,s,,s,s,s eeeeeexpxpxppxpxpx ecectatataations are that the producer will
sell beans for cash fl ow.  Unless corn moves uuuuuuup p pppp orororororor bbbbbeaeaeaeaaeeee nnnsnn  go down substantially, this is 
what we expect too.

Soybean demamaandndndndd,,, bobobobob ththttt ddomo estic and export,,,, isisssisiss vvvvvverererererrerry y yyy y y ggogogooooodooo .  As a result, we think bean
values will hangngnggngggg iiiiiiinnnnn thththththheererere e.e.e.e.e  

Corn is anotheheeeer r r r stststororororo y.yyy   What shohohohoouuluululddddd yoooooouuuuu dodododododod ? ?? FFFFFFFiriririrrrstststststs oooooof f f ff alalalalaa l,l,l,ll yyyyyyouououoo  could do nothing.  Harvest 
your crop, andddd ppppppututu iiit t tt in the bbbbininninn aaaaandndndndn wwwaiiaiia tt t tt totototot ssssssseeeeeeeeee wwwwwwhahahahahaatt tt tt hahahahhahahapppppppppppenenenenens.s.s.s   MaMMM ybe the market will start 
momovivingng uup.p.  

ThThereree isis ppppererrererererhahahahahahahapspsppspssp ooooonnnennen  good reasonon tto oooo nononoot seseeeellllll aaa llarara gegeeege aaaaamomommomommom uuununtt ofoffofofof nnnnnewewewewewe ccccrorororor pppp grgrgraiaa n now.  YoYou u wiwillll nnotot kknonow w yoyour
insurancceee e nunununumbmbmbmbmbbmbererererer uuuuuuntnnnnnn illll tttthehhh  e dndd oof f OcOOcOcOctttot bebebebeberr.r.r. BBBBBy y yyy mamammamakikikikingngng aaaa sssalalalale e e e nonnnn w, tttthehehehe mmmmmmarararara kekekekekek t t tt cocococoulululddd momoveve uupp bebefoforere tthehe iinsnsurur--
anancece nnumummmmbebebebeb rrr r isisisissis dddddeteteteteeetereee mined. Youou ccououuuuld endnnddn uuup pp p wiwwiwwiththth fffewewewewerererer dddddololololllalalalarsrsrs tttthahahahannn n n ifififif yyyyyououououou hhhhadadadadadd dddddonononoononoone eee nothinng.g.g.g. HoHoweevever, as 
soon as thhhheeee inininininsusususususus rarraraancnncnncnce number is s knknowowwn,nn,nn yyyyyououuuo aaaarereree aaattt thththt ee ee mememeercrrrcy yy ofofofofoff ttttheheheheh mmmmmararrrrkekekekekettttt frfrfrfrfrf omomoomomoo ttthehhehehennnnn oono .

Ultimatelyyyyy,, bybybybyyy ddddddooioioooingngngngnggg nothing, yoy u u arare e gagaagagambbmbmbmblililingngngngng ooooonnnnn tthththe e mamamamarkrkrketetetett.... AAAAAt t t t t 777 yeyearararrar lowowowwows,s,ss mmmmayayayyyyybebebebebebebee iiiit t t t t hahahahah ssss totototo ggggoooo upupupupp....  However,
are you gogogooinnnnng g g g g totototototo “bebebebebebbeb tt thhhhtthhee e faffarmmm”””” onoon tttthahahahat??t?t?t?

For both cccccororororo n n nn nn ananananana ddddd bebbbebbbb anaaaaa s, whaaat arara e e e yoyoooourrurrr ooththththhererererer ccccchohohohhoiciciciceseseses????  

There arreeeee twtwtwtwtwooooo wawwawawawaaysysysysysysyys too o oo sttttayyyy inn n thhhhe e mamamamarkrkrketeeete iiif f ff yoyoyoyoyouuuuu mammamamakekekeke aaaa salallle.ee   The eee fi rsrsstt isiss ttooo bububububuy y y aa a cacacaaall ooooptptptptiooonnnn tototototo kkkkeeeeeep ppp yooyoyou u innn ttthehe
market uuntntntntnn ilillill yyyyyyyououououuo rrr rrr opopopopopoptititititit ononooonoo eeeexpxpxpxpx irririresesess. TTTThehehehe pppppriririrricecececece oooof fff f f ththhththe eee opopoppttititiononoo  is ss deductctc eeedeee  off the pproroceceededddss ss frfrfrfromomomom tthehe ssalale.e.  ThTT ererree ee isi
no downsnsnssidididdde.e.e.e. HHHHHHHowowowowowwwweveveveevee ereeeee , dedepepepennddinini gggg ononn yyyyyououououourr r stststststrirriririkekekekek ppppririricececece, you will be iininin the marrrrket ifif iit t mommoveves s upup. TThih s s wow uldddd bee
a Minimuuuuummmm PrPrPrPrPricicicicicccce eee CoCoCoCoCoCoC ntntntntttraaraactcttt....

The otheheheheer rrrr wawawawaway y y yy tototootoo rrrrrrememememememaaiaaaaa n nnn innnn thehhhh mmmararaaa kekekekeket t isisiss tttttoooo oo mamamamamam kekekkekek aa bbbbasa is sale.  Youu decide wwwhich mmmmonthth yyyyououou wwwwaanantt toto ppppriricece ooffff
ofofooofoof aaaandndndddndndd fifififififififigggggururururre e e eeee yoyoyoyoyooyoururururururu bbbbbbasasasasasasisissisisisi .. BBBBBBBBececccauuuuuseseee yyyyououoo oooonnlnnllyy yy yy lololololoockckckckck iin n babab sis s,s  there is still a futurerrer s risk..  
In eithehheeer rr cacacasesesesesse,,,, dedededededelililililiveveveevevveryryryryry iiiis s s s s atataaa hhaaaara vevestst.. ThThereree aree nonono stoorageg  chargr es and corn oonoooo ly needs tttoooo bebe ddriieeeed to 155%.%.%%

IfIfIf eititithhher ffof thhehhhese optptptioiionsnsss iiiintntntnteeererest yoyou, oor r yoouuuu jujujuststst wwanananttt tototo llleaeaearnrnrn mmmorore,ee, ggivivi ee usus aa ccalalll anand d wewe wwililll bebee ggglalalad d d toto eexpxplalainin
ththemem ttoo yoyouu.

NNoNobobodydydy kkkkkknonoonowsws wwhahatt ththee e mamarkrketet wwililll dodo.. TThehe ggoooodd nenewsws iis s ththatat tthehe rreaeae ll sosolulutitionon tto o loloww prpriciccesese iis s acaca tuutualallyly
hahahh ppppenenining.g.g   ThThThThe ee ddededemmmamandndd aandndd usasaagegeege oof f f grgrg aiainnn iss aaat tt rererrecococoordrdd lllevee elelelsss atatatat hhhommmme eee anana ddd wowowoww rlrlrld-d-dd wiwiwiw dededede.. YYYYeseseses,,, thththt ererre e e isisis mmorore e e
cococococompmppetetee ititioioionn frfromomm ooththherrer pprorodududuciciciingngng cccououo ntntririr eseses. HoHoHoweweweveveveer,rrr, dddemememmananana d d d isisis ggggrororor wiwiw ngngngn eeevevev ryryryywhwhwhererere.e. UlUlUltititimamamamateteteelylyly,,, thththerererere e e e wiwiwiilllllll bbbbe e e
anan eequququuilililibibibbrirriiumumumu wwwheheheerererere bbbototothhhh prprprodododducucucu ereere ss ananaand d  usususu erererers s sss cacacannnn mamamam kekekeke mmmmononononeyeyeye ....     
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Energy Reports
Bruce Lauver, Energy Division Manager

A New Home and Opportunity

New Appliance Rebates
Jimm Jung, Propane Operations Manager

Mandate Reminders and Welcomes
Naaaaaaattththtt an Monroe, Refined Fuels/Lubes Operations Manager 

Weeee wwwwould like to introduce our new Energy Divisisiononn MMMMaanana ager, Brucuce e Lauver.  Bruce comeses 
totototto uusss wiw th over 30 years of experience in the energy iinndndn ustry.  WeWe aaarerere very pleased to have 
hhhihim jooinininin oour team!

HaHHaHarvrvesese t is rright around the corner. We have e e e bebbebeeneeeen fi llingnggg oour cusssstotott mememememersrsrss uuuppppp onnnonn ffffffueueuu ll annddd oioioil to 
heh lplp thehemm pprpp epare.  Please remember thhhhaatata oon nn n n OOOOOcOOO totobebeb r r 1s1s1s1st tt we ggggooo baabackckckckck tto o oo thththththe e e e e B-B 5555555 MaMaMMMandate 

ononnon FFueeeeeeeuell.l.l  ThThThhe e B-B-B 101010 wwwwilililillll nonononotttt gogogo iinnnnn to effect again until April 1,1,1,1, 2201010111777.7

Hello everyone, my name is Bruce Lauver.  I joined the Crystssss al Valley Energy teaammmmm asas the 
Energyy DDivivision MaM nager on July yy 252525thththh...  I have only been withhhh CCCCCryryrr stal Valley a shortt t ppppeeririodod 
ofoff tttimimime. IIItt t haas s allalrerereaadady y bbebeenennn aaaaannnn eenenjojojooyayayyablble exexexpepepepeperiririence and a pleasure e working with theee bbbbbooaoaardrd 
memememembmbmbm erererrs,s,s,s, mmmmananananagagaga emememmenennntttt tett am andnddd fffellellololow www ememememplplplp oyoyoyyyoyeeeee s.  The core vallues annddddd thththththe e vivivviv sis ooonono tttthhhhahh t t
I haveee seeeeeeeen nn atataa  Cryyststststaalalal VVVValaaa leleeey yyy so far wiliill nonn t only mmmmakakakaaa e e this company great to oo dodododo bbusu iness s

with, but it will alalaaaaaaaa so ssssetetet uuus apappparararart ttt ffrfrfromomom oooouuruu ccomomomompepepp titiiion.   
I have been innnnnn ttthe eeeenenenergrgy cooopopop sysy tetetet msmss aaaaround 13 yearsrsrsrs and self-emeee plplpllp oyoyoyoo ed in the enerrgygygy bbususininesss s fofffoor 28 

years.  Years of wooroorkingggg iiin nn ththhhe ee e fofofoforerererereveev r-rr changig ng agriculture aand energy induuuststststs ririr es has made memem aapppprereciciciatate life 
annnndddd thththhhe people thaatttt fuelelelel aaaandnnd ffffeeeeeeeeeedd ddd ththththt e e e e wowowoworld.  We have a greaeee t energy team m m m atatatat Crystal Valley. WWe are e going to 
workrkrkrkrk hhhhhhard to meeeeet ththht ee eee needs of ourur pppataa roooonsn . 

My hhhhomomomomometetetetowwwwwoooo n nnn isi CCCCououououncncncncililil BBBlllufffffffffs, Iowowowowwa. My family (two bbbbrothers, tttwowowowow ssssssisisisteet rsrsrssss,,, anandd momooothththere ) stsststtililililllllll lililiill vevve iinn the 
Counncil Blufffsfsss aaaaarereeerererereaaa.aa.aa.aaa   IIII hahahahavevevveve ffffouououo r rrr chcchchchililildrdrdrdrenenenen,,,, fofffofofoururuurur ggggggggrararaarararandndnddnn chcchcc ildren (onooo e on thehehehe wwwayayaayayay JJJJanna uauauaaau ryryryryryy 331s1s1st)t)t)) aaandndndn mmmy y y ffofooooourururrr--yyyeae r-r ololdd
yeyey llow lab “Holli”. OOOOOOurururururur fffffffffavavavavaavavororrroorititite eeee papappastst ttime isisiss ttttooo o trtrtrtravavavavavavelllelelelele aaaaaaandddndndndnd sssseee tttthehehehem alalala lll ffrfrfromommomm timmmeee toto tttttimiimee innin Florida, AArAArizizoonna,a, aandndndd 
bababababackckccc  to o Ioowa. 

IIII lolololoookokokokok fforororooo waw rd to meetinnngg gg ggg oooour cucuststs omerrrrssss s ana d the oppop rtrttrtrtunununnununitititititty y to do bububuusisisisisinenn ssssss wwwwwithh yoyoouu.

TThe Minnesota Propanne Assososososo--
cic ation has started a new appli-
ana ce rebate program. The neww 
program started on September 
1, 2016 and includes more appli-
ances than ever befofooorererere.

Itt iincncncluuu ededeeesss thhe fofofollllllowowowwinininini g applianccceeeses iiiinsnsnsnsstatatatalllleeedded in neneneeenew w
coconsstrtrt ucucucucucuctionn oorr whwhhennne tttthhhhehhh re is a chchchchanannanggge of fueelellel ssouurcrcrcrcceee.ee  
(electrriric,c,c, ffffueeelll oiil,l, ooorr wowowowooodo  to prrrropopopopppppaaana e)

PrPP opo ananee,e FFururnaacecece, Boilerrr................................... $400
Propane, CCCllolothtthes Dryerr .............................. $200
Proppane, Fireplace, Spppppacacce Heeater ............ $20000000
PrP opane, Garage Heaaatatere  .............................. $2000000
PrP opane, Water Heaaaaateter ........... ......................... $55555050

WhWWWW ennnnn rrrrrepeppeeppeepe lalalaacing an n exexisistitingngngngngg pproooopaaapappp nenenene wwwwwatataaterererer hheatet r r wiwiwww tht  
a aaa a nenenenen w onnnnne eeeeeeee thtt e reebabatete iissss $$$1$1$1$1505505 ..

You uu mamamamaay y yy y cocococontntttacacacccacca ttt ththhthheee e mmam in officccceeee 50505005007-77-7-7-7-72727272727 6-6-6-6-6-6 64646444644455555555555 aandndndnnddn  
ask fofooor r r LPLPLPLPLP SSServivivivivicececececc ffoor more ininfoormrmmmmatatattatattioioioioioonnnnn ononononoon ttttttheheseseeses  
rebates.s. YYYYououuuu cccccanana aaalslslslslslso oooo viv sit ththththe MiM nnnnnnnesesssotototota a aa a PPrPPrrPropopoppppanaananana e eeee
Associaatioon’n s s nenenenenew w www websbbbsitititee atatatata hthth tptps:s /////wwwww w.dididiscscscscsccovoovovvoverererer--p
propananememmnn.n.cocococ mp p

As ccooooo leler r weweeatattatheheher r apapappapprprroaoachchchcheseees,,,, rrrremember we caaaaaaan nnn hehehehehehelpllplp  
heatata yyouourr gaaagaagaararar gegegegeg . WeWeWe aaaaree aaaa MMMMMooodo ine® factory authorized 
dealalerer. WeWe sssstotoototockckckckcck mmmososoo tt MoMoMoModdddine Hot Dawg® heaters and 
seervrvicicce e papappp rtrttts.sss.ss CCCCCCalalalala lll LPLP Service for a free quote for your 
shhopoppp oor rr gagagag rarararaarragegegegee..
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CENEX TOTAL PROTECTION PLAN®

2017 COOPERATIVE EQUIPMENT PROGRAM

New equipment owned by cooperatives that purchase
Cenex® Lubricants can now be protected with the
best warranty in agriculture.

The Cenex Total Protection Plan® for new cooperative
equipment offers the same 10 year, 10,000 hour coverage
as the current new equipment warranty for ag producers
when using both Cenex Lubricants and Cenex Ruby
Fieldmaster® premium diesel fuel.

WARRANTY COVERAGE:
Agricultural equipment: tractors (25+ horsepower) and telehandlers

Agricultural equipment other than tractors and telehandlers: combines, harvesters, sprayers, spreaders, mower conditioners, 
bale wagons, hay cruisers, swathers, crop cruisers, cotton pickers/strippers and windrowers (spreaders)

Component Covered Fluid Warranty Term

Diesel Engine
Maxtron® DEO or Maxtron® Enviro-EDGE®

Superlube TMS® or Superlube 518®

10 yrs/10,000 hours
9 yrs/9,000 hours

Diesel Injection Pump Ruby Fieldmaster® products up to B10 9 yrs/9,000 hours

Diesel Injectors Ruby Fieldmaster® products up to B10 5 yrs/5,000 hours

Trans/Hyd/Final Drive
Maxtron® THF + Qwiklift® HTB® , BioMaxTMx
THF or Power Trans Fluid

10 yrs/10,000 hours
9 yrs/9,000 hours

Hydrostats Maxtron® THF + 10 yrs/10,000 hours

Differential/Hubs
Maxtron® THF +, Qwiklift® HTB® , Maxtron® GL or MP 
Gear Lube

6yrs/6,000 hours

Component Covered Fluid Warranty Term

Diesel Engine
Maxtron® DEO or Maxtron® Enviro-EDGE®

Superlube TMS® or Superlube 518®

10 yrs/10,000 hours
9 yrs/9,000 hours

Diesel Injection Pump Ruby Fieldmaster® products up to B10 9 yrs/9,000 hours

Diesel Injectors Ruby Fieldmaster® products up to B10 5 yrs/5,000 hours

Questions? Contact your Crystal Valley Representative:
Mike Scott: 507-995-6855 or

Mike Schwanke: 507-380-1017
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QUALIFYING PRODUCTS

Superlube TMS®, Superlube 518®, Qwiklift® HTB®, Maxtron® Enviro-EDGE®, Maxtron® DEO, Maxtron®

THF+, MP Gear Lube, Maxtron® GL

Greases including: HD Moly Xtreme, Poly Xtreme®, Maxtron® EP, Blue Gard® 500+TM, Molyplex 500+, ML 
365®, Red Protect XTTMT  and Maxtron® FS

Treat Your Equipment Well.
Treat Yourself As Well.

Earn one $50 VISA$ ® gift card for every 125 gallons of lubricant and grease 
products purchased between November 1, 2016 and February 28, 2017. See 
your Crystal Valley Representative for more details.

Mike Scott: 507-995-6855 or
Mike Schwanke: 507-380-1017
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HaHarvrvesestt isis jususstt arrouundndd thehe ccorornneer. WWheherrre has tthehe sumummer r gogoonennen ? Haarvrvveeestt iss aann exexxtrtrtremememelele yy y
bub sysy ttimimmee ofof tthehe yyeae r r foforrr aall. If yoyoouu hahavve any qqqueueuu ststioionsns abobouut corn sststorage, or our graain n
babanknkk pppoooliccy,y, ppleasasee givve uus s a a a cacacallll.. JuJusst a remminnndederr, ccorornn dedelivvered inn fforor ggrarainin bank can 
bebe ddele iviverrededd ttto oo anananyyy ofofof our ggrraaiin ffacillitti y locacatitiononons.ss JJusususstt bebe ccere ttaain ttto oo spss ececififyy toto tthehe sscacalele
peepersrsr oonnneell ththatatt iiiss s ththee cacasese..

AsAs alwwaays,s thehh  livvesestotockck ffeeeedid ng indusustrtry y cocontntininues s to sstatayy inintetereressttiningg. PPriricecess can  bbe toooo hhhigh oro too low
dependddiningg onon yyyouuo r r sisitutuattioion.n. SSSouurcrcining, kknonoowiww ng whehenn too marrkekett yyourr aaninimamamalslsl aaandnd heaae lth issusueess cccanan bbe a a chchal-
leengnge.e. WWWithh ththe e loloowewer cocost oooff f inpuputs, gooodod mananagagememmenent ppractiticces s ana dd ththe e grgrowowiningg nneedd fforo ffoooooddd wowoworlrlrldwdwdwidide,e,
thhe futuurrere lloooksks bbrrigght. CCryryysts al VValalleleyy cacan n asassisistst yyouou inn maamam nynyny ooof ff tht esese areas. IItt isis oourur ppleassururee toto ssere vev  youou.. WeWe
lookok fforororwwawa drdrd ttto o cocoocontntntn ininuiuingng to buiild on oourur rrele ationsnsshhip p wiw thth our cururrereentnn  customerss as wewell as bubuilldidingng new ones.

WWWe havave e cucuststomomererss inin nneeeedd offofof nnnnewewewe  or existingg nnurseries andnd fifinnisishihingng faacacilities.s. Give uss a cac ll if yoyoouu arree in need 
ofof pig sources - either on aa sspopott mamaaarkrkrkrk tet bbasassis or looking ffor r loooongngn erer ttererrmm cococoo tntntntraararactctctc sss.  WWee wiwillll dddo ouur r best to o
acaccocommmmodo atte e your needs. We have inteet rereresttt in opo poportunities fooor r invevevev sts mement ggroroupup feediingg aaandnd wwili l ccoonttininuee tto  
lolookok aatt didiffffere ene t options.

AsAs aalwlwayays,s, eeveven momorere ssoo duduring this bubusy time ofof yeaear r anand d ass theh  weaeathheerr cccchahah ngngeses, , plpleasee rrememmmememmbeber r ttoo pplalace
yoyourur ffeeed d orordedersrs tttwwewennty-four hours iinn adadvance. Havavinng g the adadvvancce e nooticece aallllowows s ouour mimillls s toto sstrtreeaamlmline e mamanun -
facturing anand d asssusureres s s yoyou timemelyly ddeleliveries.

For the past yeaaar,r, wwe e haveee bbbeeeee n n didiscs ussiingn  andnd hhavave e ini cluddeded infforormaatitionon iinn ouourr r neneeewswswslellettttterere s reregagaardrdining the 
U.S. Food anand d DrDDrugug AAdministrtrata ioionn’s (FDAD ) neww w reegugulalations s adaddrdreesssis ngg ffararmmm ananntititibibiiototo icicc uusese iin n fofoodod-a-aniimamaal l ll
prprododucuctitionon.. ThT is nnewew regegulu attioioonnn rerequuiress aa Veterininnarary y Feed DDirirececttivve ((VFFV D)DD)) fforr ccerertataaininn aantntn ibbioiootiticss uusedd innni tttthehhehe
fef eded. MaManyny water mmededicicatatioionnss wwill reeququiriree a a prpresscrcripi titiono  comomplplete edd bby y yoyourur vvetetetererrininnarara iaian.n. JJusust asasass a remmininnder,
the rule takes effect onn JJanuauaryry 11, 20201717.. IfIfIf yyouou hhavavveee nonott visiiteedd withth youurr veveveteteririnanaririanan cccononncecernrnininggg thisi ,, ppleaease
doo so in order tto be assuredd yyyouou aree reaeaeadydyd ffor tthehe cchanges. For adaddid tiiononalal iinfnforormamatitiononon oonn ththhe VFVFV DD rur lee,, go
to www.porkk.org/antibbioioticsp g . WWWe e e alsooo dddisiscucusssss ededed aandd supplied innfoformrmatata iooion n ininn ourrr ssummmemer r 2020161616 nnnewewslsleetteter 
pertaining to the Common Inddususstrtry yy AuAu ididit.t.t YYouoou ccannn vvissitit with your vett oor r papackckerer too get moorerre iinfnffororrmammattiionon oon ththiis
or go to wwww.pork.org/commomonanaududditittp g ..

The Crystal Valley Feed teteam wououldld like e toto tthahanknk yyou, ouur r cucustomers, fforor tthehe bbususinesesss anandd ththe e e sususuppppporrt you give
us. It is always ourr pleasure e too seerveve youou.. PlPleaeases  conontatactct uuss if there iss a a ses rvice yoyou wooululd d d lililikkeke to see usu  offer
or if there is anything else thaat t wee ccanan ddo o fofor r yoy u. 

Have a safe harvest. 

Feed Report
BoBooob bb RaRaueeu ,, Feed Division Manager

Services and Offerings

Two gentleman from South Korean toured the Vernon Center mill 
on Tuesday, August 9th. Mr. Lee, second from the right is the 
general manager of a feed mill in South Korea near Seoul. Hong 
Pak, his interpreter, is on the far right. Mr. Lee’s mill manufactures 
cattle feed for feedlots. This mill has purchased a Scott® double 
ribbon mixer from Scott Equipment® located in New Prague, 
Minnesota. Mr. Lee and Mr. Pak toured two mills in Minnesota 
that have the same mixer in use. Pete Calderon, not pictured, is 
the general manager of Scott Equipment Company® coordinated 
the tours. Crystal Valley employees pictured from left to right 
are Bill Coonradt – Location Manager and Dave Limoges – Feed 
Sales for the Vernon Center mill.
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Credit Report
Gary Hulke, Credit Manager

Heating Assistance
With the exception of moving south for the winter, we can expect we will need to be ready 
to heat our homes during the upcoming winter months.  One means that can assist you
with your heating cost is locking in a price by contracting your anticipated gallons for 
delivery this upcoming winter.  Many of you have already prepared for that by contracting 
your propane needs.  If you have not contracted yet and would like to, you may call our 

offi ce at (507) 726-6455 or 800-622-2910 to inquire about the details.  Another means to assist you with your 
heating cost is energy assistance for eligible households. 

Energy Assistance 
The heating season is sneaking up on us quite soon.  Preparations are underway for the energy assistance 
program to help individuals and families who qualify for energy assistance grants.  Funding may not be available 
until the heating season has already started.  The accompanying information shows the income guidelines and 
contact information for the program.   

Household Size GROSS Income for previous 3 months

1 $6,135

2 $8,023

3 $9,910

4 $11,798

5 $13,686

6 $15,574

7 $15,928

8 $16,282

For more information or to receive an application, call: 507-345-6822, 1-800-767-7139 Or
visit our website at www.mnvac.org •  Application deadline is May 31, 2017

Participate in the Crystal Valley 
Patron Investment Program!

The Program is an unsecured deposit investment program that allows our patrons to earn bi-annually
compounded interest on money placed with Crystal Valley as it is being utilized by business operations.

Sheri Johnson, 
Accounts Payable

507-726-6455
Call today!

Type of 
Certificate

Minimum
Amount

Current
Interest Rate

Penalty of Early 
Withdrawal

Demand $1,000 2% Variable None

3 Year $5,000 3% Fixed 6 Months Interest

5 Year $10,000 3.75% Fixed 6 Months Interest
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InternshipsInternships
Crystal Valley is now accepting application for 2017 Summer Internships.

» Agronomy Sales
» Precision Ag
» Ag Service Technician
» Grain Marketing
» Grain Operations
» Feed Sales / Operations
» Information Technology
» Entry-level Sales

Send resume and cover letter to Ashley Leivermann, Human Resources Director.
ashley.leivermann@crystalvalley.coop  |  507-726-4442

Look for Crystal Valley at SDSU, NDSU, SCC, UWRF, SMSU and Ridgewater.

Congratulations on the 
successful completion 

of your 2016 summer 
internship with Crystal 
Valley! Good luck with 

the 2016-2017 
school year!

HOW TO APPLY:
Visit the careers section at www.crystalvalley.coop 
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DDDeeeeaaannn BBBaaarroooottttttt
Feed Delivery

Vernon Center

5 Years

CCCChhhrrrriissss PPPPrrrriiiieeemmmm
Feed Delivery

Janesville

5 Years

NNNNNNNaaaaaaatttteeeee BBBBBBBoooooooooooooommmmmggggggaaaaarrrrrdddddeeeennnn
Elevator Operator

Madelia

5 Years

DDaaannn TTTrruuullllliinnnggggeeerr
Agronomist

Madelia

10 Years

AAAAAssshhhhllllleeeeeeyyyy LLLLLeeeeeeiiiivvvvvveeeeeerrrrrmmmmmmaaannnnnnnn
Human Resources Director

Lake Crystal

5 Years

RRRRaaaannnnndddyyyy HHHHuuuulllkkeeeee
Custom Applicator

Nicollet

15 Years

EEEEErrrrriiiiccc NNNNeeeelllllssssooonnn
Agronomist

LaSalle

5 Years

for their years of DEDICATED
service to our patrons. 

Crystal Valley would like to recognize the 
following employees...

INGREDIENTS:

DIRECTIONS:

NAME:

SERVING:
» 4 good-quality apples
» 1/4 cup chopped walnuts or

pecans
» 1/4 cup packed brown sugar
» 2 Tbsp butter, (room tem-

perature)
» 1/2 tsp cinnamon
» 1/2 cup water
» Caramel sauce, for topping,

optional
» Ice cream, for topping,

optional

1. Preheat oven to 350°F. Use a paring knife to remove 
the stem and seeds from the apples, making a deep
hole where the filling will go.

2. Combine the brown sugar, butter and cinnamon in a 
small bowl and mix well. Add the nuts. Spoon mixture
evenly into each of the apples. Add water to a small
baking dish and place apples on top. Bake for about
40-45 minutes. Remove from oven and allow to cool
before eating. Serve with ice cream and caramel
sauce, if desired.

FOUR

Baked Apples

mscrat ccocomcscms accratch.ctch.c ms esbeesss rfereeeettesteastesswwwwwwww .taw.twwww rfrrfss esbsssec epRRe epe frooi mpip oe mm::: w rom
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It’s that time of the year again.  This year’s crops have just about run their course and we are 
starting to focus on next year.  With corn and soybean prices dropping, will our yields make 
up enough ground to cover high land rent and the inputs needed to maximize our profi ts?  
Let’s just say the next couple years will not be as easy as the last few.  That is no secret, 
right?  Farming isn’t always easy.  But market trends cycle.  This isn’t the fi rst nor the last 
time pencils sharpen on the desk of a farmer.  Knowing it will be an uphill battle, what can
we do to prepare?  What can we do to maximize fl exibility with the banker while maintaining 
the ability to reach set goals?

The fi rst thing your banker will look at is what kind of working capital you have.  On tight 
years like 2015 & 2016, and what 2017 is ramping up to be, it is very important to have 
working capital to create some liquidity for your cash fl ow.  Think of it as “thee ol’ saving 
account” or “the rainy day fund”.  We all can attest bills never seem to go away. With all the 
iron purchased in 2012/2013 there are still a few years of payments that need to be made.  
Having working capital can provide a buffer and give you the fl exibility to manage your 
expenses so you can appropriately market your grain increasing revenue instead of being 
forced to sell at an unfavorable price to pay bills. 

Just how much working capital does a producer need?  The answer is simply, “It all 
depends on how tight the cash fl ow is.”  We look at working capital as collateral for the 
down payment on an operating note. Therefore, each operation will look a little bit different.
Working capital tends to be based on how much gross revenue is generated. The less profi t 
a cash fl ow projects in conjunction with higher levels of debt, the more working capital is 
required.  Because lower levels of debt need less cash fl ow to sustain themselves, the 
lower the debt means the less working capital is required. 

Working capital is one of the single most important pieces of the fi nancial puzzle for every 
operation. However, there is one more factor. Without it, it will leave any producer unable 
to obtain adequate fi nancing. Any relationship needs both parties involved to give 100% to
be successful.  Financing is not any different. Whether it is good times or bad, it is always 
important to have a positive trusting relationship with your lender.  At AgQuest®, we know it
is not always easy being a farmer.  We also know fi nance better than anyone in the industry.  
With AgQuest® as your partner, it is important that we understand the potential risks not
only for ourselves, but also to assist you, the producer, in making educated fi nancial deci-
sions for your operation. 

Ryan Feist, AgQuest® Financial Services
Business Relationship Manager

For all your Financial and Insurance needs. 

507-508-0206
rfeist@agquest.net
www.agquest.net

Can Cash Flow Uphill?
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facebook/crystalvalleycooperative twitter@CrystalValleyMN

Main Office
507-726-6455
800-622-2910

Darfur
507-877-5011
800-658-2475

Elysian
507-267-4305
866-317-3136

Hope
507-414-0036

Janesville
Agronomy
507-234-5155
507-835-1720
866-458-9886

Grain/Feed/Petro
507-234-5610
507-835-3646
800-201-3646

Lake Crystal
Grain
507-726-2051
800-451-3984

Agronomy
507-726-2057

Petro-Propane
507-726-6455

LaSalle
507-375-3468
507-642-3300
507-439-6385
888-544-7687

Madelia
Agronomy
507-642-3276
800-245-5857

Elevator/Hwy 60
507-642-8896

Nicollet
507-232-3453
800-720-3453

Vernon Center
Agronomy
507-549-3056

Grain/Feed
507-549-3722
888-501-5947

Waldorf
507-239-2172
800-569-1321
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